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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or additions 
be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 1.312. To 
ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the payment 
of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Paul Harrity on 6/30/2006. 

Claims 23 and 27 have been cancelled. 

Claims 15, 24, 29, 35 and 38 have been amended as shown in the attachment A. 

Conclusion 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Hong Cho whose telephone number is 571-272-3087. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Mon-Fri during 7 am to 4 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hassan Kizou can be reached on 571-272-3088. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Hong Cho 
Patent Examiner 
6/30/06 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT ^ e 
D RAFT - 

Amendments tn the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace aJl prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 
Listing of Claims : 

1-5. (canceled) 



6. (previously presented) The communication connection merge method as 
set forth in claim 24, wherein said-network is a multi-protocol label switching network, 
said communication connections are label switched paths, and said node is a label 
switching router. 

7. (previously presented) The communication connection merge method as 
set forth in claim 24, wherein said network is an asynchronous transfer mode network, 
said communication connections are virtual channels, and said tunneling communication 
connection is a virtual path, and said node is an asynchronous transfer mode switch. 



8-14. (canceled) 



15, (currently amended) A node which consolidates communication 
connections in a network, comprising: 
a processor to: 

determine whether a tunneling communication connection is present both 
in a first route of an existing communication connection and in a second route of a 
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second communication connection to be newlv establish^ wherein said first and 
second routes have different destination nodes in said network, 

temporarily modify a bandwidth parameter of said tunneling 
communication connection to accommodate merging said second communication 
connection in said tunneling communication connection, 

send a modification request to another node associated with the tunneling 
communication connection, 

receive a modification response from the other node that indicates whether 
modification of the bandwidth parameter is possible at the other node, 

fixedly modify the bjndwidth parameter, at the node, when modification 
of the bandwidth parameter is possible at the other node, and 

merge said existing communication connection and said second 
communication connection on said tunneling communication connection when 
modification of the bandwidth parameter is possible at the other node. 

16. (canceled) 

1 7. (previously presented) The node as set forth in claim 1 5, wherein said 
network is a multi-protocol label switching network, said communication connections are 
label switched paths, and said node is a label switching router. 

1 8. (previously presented) The node as set forth in claim 1 5, wherein said 
network is an asynchronous transfer mode network, said communication connection is a 



PAGE 318' RCVD AT 6130/2006 10:16:04 AM [Eastern Daylight TimeJ * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-3/1 3 * DNIS:2733087 * CSID:571 432 0808 * DURATION (mm-ss):02-O8 



JUN-30-2006 10:18 HARRITY SNYDER, LLP 571 432 0808 P. 004 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT 
DRAFT 

virtual channel and said tunneling communication connection is a virtual path, and said 
node is an asynchronous transfer mode switch. 



19. (previously presented) The node of claim 15, wherein said processor 
creates a tunneling communication connection capable of accommodating said existing 
communication connection, wherein said tunneling communication connection is in said 
first route and said second route. 

20-23. (canceled) 

24. (currently amended) A communication merge method in a network which 
consolidates an existing communication connection, comprising: 

determining whether a tunneling communication connection is present in both a 
first route to a first destination node [[with]) and a second communication connection to 
. pcnewly _sgt having a second route to a second destination node in said network, wherein 
said first node and said second node are different nodes, and wherein a plurality of nodes 
are associated with the tunneling communication connect; 

temporarily modifying a bandwidth parameter of said tunneling communication 
connection to accommodate a merger of said communication connections, if said 
tunneling communication connection is present; 

sending a parameter modification request from one of the nodes to at least one 
other one of the nodes; 
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receiving, from the at least one other one of the nodes, a parameter modification 
response that indicates whether modification of the bandwidth parameter is possible at 
the at least one other one of the nodes; 

fixedly modifying the bandwidth parameter of the tunneling communication 
connection when modification of the bandwidtfr parameter is possible at the at least one 
other one of the nodes; and 

merging said communication connections on said tunneling communication 
connection based on the fixedly modified bandwidth parameter. 

25. (canceled) 

26. (previously presented) The communication merge method of claim 24, 
wherein said method further comprises: 

creating a new tunneling communication connection from a third node to a fourth 
node, wherein said third and fourth nodes are in said first route and second route, if said ' 
tunneling communication connection is not present. 

27. (canceled) 

28. (previously presented) The communication merge method of claim 24, 
wherein said method further comprises: 

stacking a label assigned for the tunneling communication connection in a shim 

header. 
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29. (currently amended) The communication merge method of claim 24, 
further comprising: 

determining, at one of the at least one other one of the nodes, if modification of 
the bandwidth parameter is possible; and 

temporarily setting, by the one of the at least one other one of the nodes, the 
modification of the bandwidth parameter when modification of the bandwidth parameter 
at the at least one other one of the nodes is possible. 



30-34. (canceled) 



35. (currently amended) A node that consolidates communication connections 
in a connection-oriented network that includes a plurality of nodes, comprising: 
a processor to: 

determine whether a tunneling communication connection is present both 
in a first route of an existing communication connection and in a second route of a 
second communication connection to be newlv established the first and second 
routes being associated with different desrination nodes in the connection-oriented 
network, 

determine if modification of a bandwidth parameter of the tunneling 
communication connection to accommodate merging the second communication 
connection in the tunneling communication connection is possible, 
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temporarily set the modification of the bandwidth parameter when 
modification of the bandwidth parameter is determined to be possible, 

send a parameter modification request to another node associated with the 
tunneling communication connection, 

receive a parameter modification response from the other node, the 
parameter modification response indicating whether modification of the 
bandwidth parameter is possible at the other node, and 

when modification of the bandwidth parameter is possible at the other 
node, fixedly modify the bandwidth parameter and merge the existing 
communication connection and the second communication connection on the 
tunneling communication connection. 

36. (canceled) 

37. (canceled) 

38. (currently amended) A node that consolidates communication connections 
in a network that includes a plurality of nodes, comprising: 

a processor to: 

determine whether a common communication connection is present both 
in a first route of a first communication connection and in a second route of a 
second communication connection to be newlv set T the first and second routes 
being associated with different destination nodes in the network, 
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determine if modification of a bandwidth parameter of the common 
communication connection to accommodate merging the first and second 
communication connections in the common communication connection is 
possible, 

temporarily set the modification of the bandwidth parameter when 
modification of the bandwidth parameter is determined to be possible, 

send a parameter modification request to another node associated with the 
common communication connection, 

receive a parameter modification response from the other node, the 
parameter modification response indicating whether modification of the 
bandwidth parameter at the other node is possible, and 

when modification of the bandwidth parameter is possible at the other 
node, fixedly modify the bandwidth parameter at the node and merge the first and 
second communication connections in the common communication connection. 
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